[The definitions and classifications of carcinogenesis, mutagenesis and teratogenesis used by national and international agencies and institutions].
Classifications of carcinogenesis, mutagenesis and teratogenesis used by the National Toxicological Advisory Committee in Italy (CCTN), the Commission of the European Communities (CEC), the Environmental Protection Agency in the USA (EPA), the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), and the National Toxicology Programme in the USA (NPT) are examined and commented on, with a synopsis of several allocations made by the above organizations. However, the authors consider it advisable to redefine the categories and create 5 groups of substances (designated C1 to C5), on the basis of given definitions, with the aim of rendering the allocations comparable. This procedure is used solely for carcinogenesis and excludes the NTP. From such comparison, good agreement was found between CCTN and EPA and between CCTN and CEC, whereas agreement between IARC and other organizations was poor.